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         President’s Piece 

The D.S.A is a remarkable organisation both for what it does, and the way it is 

done. I have been very impressed by the backup organisation, and its 

effectiveness in taking so many people to sea. The numbers involved attract 

enough people to make the scheme partly self supporting, and its publicity 

results in generous donations to make up some of the shortfall in covering 

costs.     A privately owned yacht now needs very substantial sums to run it, 

taking in harbour dues, fuel and cleaning and repairs.    A yacht afloat needs to 

be used to keep her in condition, and this was very much the case with 

wooden-built craft. 

I joined the D.S.A almost unintentionally.    There was a one day exhibition of 

aids for the disabled at the Riviera Centre, and I wished to find out something 

about audio loops for the benefit of the hard-of-hearing in large buildings, such 

as churches.    There was an RNID stall, and the representative was able to 

assist.   Published technical information on fairly ordinary pieces of kit is often 

hard to find.    There were no other customers approaching, so for something 

to do I started to gabble a bit about sailing, then went my way/ Before I had 

even left the hall I was pulled by the arm by a young lady who had been within 

earshot, and dragged to the D.S.A stand where I had to explain myself to the 

Chairman in matters nautical.    A few days later I was invited to take the helm 

of Sainte Foy, a twenty six foot yacht, with a cabin for four.    She was easy to 

handle with straightforward gear as would suit a yacht for family sailing, so it 

was a pleasant nautical outing.     She had just one flaw; the tiller tended to lift 

off the rudder post, and she suddenly became out of control.    This was easily 

cured, although this happened when we were rather close to the Imperial, on 

our return. 

For the next two seasons I enjoyed regular sailing, and when the ‘Hanse’ was 

selected to be the new yacht I had the privilege of sailing her briefly from the 

River Hamble as a member of the selection committee, who all took turns.     I 

certainly liked what I found. 

I started sailing when I was thirteen in a home-built craft.    I deemed it a 

canoe, but anyone else would have put a ‘reserved’ ticket on it, ‘keep for 5 



November’.   It was, all the same, a good start.   Some of my friends were doing 

the same sort of thing, but that is a much longer story.      Later, I discovered 

disabled sailing, but I’ll spin that yarn some other day. 

 

Harding M. Jenkins 

President D.S.A 

 

 

Chairman’s Chat 

Christmas is here again and another very successful 

year of sailing, fundraising and keeping up with all 

the events of the year culminating in more people 

sailing than last year, more community events 

including the recognition by the Mayor as his charity 

of the year, all culminating in our Christmas Dinner 

at the Palace Hotel Babbacombe. So much hard work by all of you volunteers 

and our office staff. I’m sure that you’re all exhausted so a big ’Thank You’ 

from me, your Chairman, and our members. 

I will stop waffling now other than to say that next year we will be pleased to 

be offering many more benefits to our skippers, crew and members with the 

introduction of our Training Centre. Big thanks to Len Skinner and Amanda 

Taylor for setting this up. I close with best wishes from Shirley and me for 

2017. 

See you all on the water. 

Dave. 

 

                                                 Thank you, Amanda 

We have all greatly enjoyed reading our issues of Ahoy 

There! edited by Amanda. She is taking a new role 

within the D.S.A. but will make sure that she has plenty 

of time to continue her sailing.  We owe her our 

sincere thanks for all that she has done and look 

forward to sailing with her in 2017. 

 

 



Introducing your new editor. 

My name is Rosie Howes. I started sailing at the age of seven on the Teifi estuary in 

West Wales. I progressed to GP 14s and managed some long-distance sails from 

Newquay, Cardiganshire around Tasker Rock and regularly took part in the Newquay to 

Abersoch annual race. I started work for the Outward Bound Trust in 1965 and sailed 

luggers out of the Dovey and on Ullswater. I married a climber who hated the water so 

in 1969 my final days of sailing in Cardigan Bay were over. 

I retired as Senior Lecturer at the University of Plymouth twelve years ago when my 

disability became too much. It was only three years ago that my GP suggested joining 

the D.S. A. My life took on a new perspective. I have been inspired, humbled and fed 

doughnuts by my fellow voyagers. My family are currently land lubbers but who 

knows? They haven’t met Len!  

 

Not exactly ‘The Face that launched a Thousand Ships,’ 

but ‘The Face of a Woman sailing for the first time in Forty 

Seven Years’. 

In this Issue 

• President’s Piece 

• Chairman’s Chat 

• Thank you, Amanda 

• Introducing the Skippers (Part 1) 

• Building a 28ft. yacht from scratch (Part 1) 

• Thank you to the Yorkshire Building Society   

 

 

 

Introducing the Skippers. 

 

Which one is Clint then? 

This a reoccurring question that new adventurers bandy about as we wait to be 

bedecked, with life jackets on the Town Quay. So this is an on-going ‘Rogues Gallery’ of 

the D.S.A. Skippers for you to file away. This is not all of them so look out for the next 

batch in the Spring. 

 

 



Steve Potter 

• Experience of sailing outside D.S.A. 

Over 40 years of crewing in local waters and along the South 

Devon Coast. 

 

• Most memorable experience 

Watching the QE2 sail by in mid-Channel on a moonlit night. 

 

• Why did you join the D.S.A and when? 

I joined the D.S.A. when I retired in 2013 so that I could help others to enjoy 

the wonderful experience of sailing. 

 

• Advice to Mates who wish to progress to become a Skipper. 

Persevere with gaining knowledge and experience; the personal reward and 

sense of achievement makes it all worthwhile. 

 

• Memorable sails with D.S.A. 

Every trip has its special moments, there is always fun and the sheer 

enjoyment of just being on the water. 

 

 

Len Skinner 

 

• Experience of sailing outside D.S.A. 

Sailing dinghies from the age of 11, yachts from 19. 

 

• Most memorable experience 

Losing Tom overboard just off Berry Head. We got him 

back, thanks to Kerstin’s helming skills. Some say we 

should have left him in for longer. 

 

• Why did you join the D.S.A and when? 

The D.S.A. very kindly laid on a special trip for my wheelchair bound father-in-

law in his last year. He had sailed all of his life and this last trip made him smile. 

He was with his grandsons who had sailed with him as toddlers. Many great 

memories. 

Clinton was skipper and Pete Turner crew, both now good friends. 

 

 

 



Advice to Mates who wish to progress to become a Skipper. 

Get as much practise on the wheel as possible, particularly when mooring. 

Listen to instructions. 

 

• Memorable sails with D.S.A. 

Fireworks, no not with the crew, but the World Championships at Plymouth. 

 

 

Peter Turner 

 

Experience of sailing outside of D.S.A 

I’m a Yachtmaster and have been sailing for 50 plus 

years in anything from Lasers to a 60 foot oceangoing 

tri-maran. In addition to my D.S.A. sailing I sail my 

Bavaria 40 on the Ionian Sea in Greece, a Westerly 

Konsort Duo out of Plymouth and a Westerly Ocean 

35 out of Fowey.  

 

• Most memorable experience 

Too many to mention, but getting my Yachtmaster’s has to be up among the 

top few. 

 

• Why did you join the D.S.A and when? 

Basically I was press-ganged! I met with Dave M. in 2010 to discuss my 

company offering sponsorship. Having convinced me that we should and 

tricking me into admitting I was a Skipper he talked me into joining! 

 

• Advice to Mates who wish to progress to become a Skipper. 

Learn all you can from Skippers. Badger them and watch how they operate. 

Take the best bits and work on it. Above all do as much sail training with Len as 

you can. 

 

• Memorable sails with D.S.A. 

They’re all memorable! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Building a 28ft. yacht from scratch………. well it seemed a 

good idea at the time.      First part of a fascinating account by 

Dave Tomalin. 

 

It’s so easy to kid oneself, particularly when “the exuberance of youth” is the 

main constituent flowing through the veins. Just think of the money it would 

save, and at the end have a brand  new boat. 

 

So glossing over the impracticalities, like a wife who hates boats, and two very 

young children, not to mention the payments on the Hoovermatic washing 

machine, but there you are making your way to a local boatyard to view a 

partially constructed hull of a Frederick Parker Warsach One Design. 

 

It should have struck home when the seller 

said “I’ve not got the time to complete the 

project, hence the reason for the sale at a 

knock-down price.” All I could see of course 

were the beautiful flowing lines of this classic 

long-keeler modelled on a Folkboat. After all, 

it only needs a coach roof, cockpit, ballast, 

ruder, accommodation, windows, engine, 

mast, rigging, sails, plus a million other 

fittings that either need making or procured. 

Easy. 

 

To share the load I involved a sailing friend to 

help with the project. A partner. 

 

So that’s two mistakes so far. 1) Buying it   2) forming a partnership. 

But how could anyone resist those beautiful flowing lines? The clincher was 

when the seller said “OK, I’ll throw in a 30ft. aluminium mast and boom for 

nothing. (As if ever anything to clinch the deal was required.) 

 

A tarpaulin was erected over the project. Moulds for the cockpit and coachroof 

were made from plywood that miraculously turned out a beautifully shaped 

cockpit and coach roof in GRP, thus providing much improved security so that 

we could work inside and leave tools easily. 

 

A ton of stainless steel punchings were obtained from a local engineering 

company (almost for nothing) all mixed with resin to fill that long keel and 

provide the 50% ballast ratio. A hammer accidentally fell into the keel void 



during this process and was entombed in the ballast for ever, plainly visible 

through the set resin when looking into the bilges. 

 

 

 

 

A second engine was procured 

(Yamaha YS1 10hp.) and duly installed 

with shaft, stern gland, prop, 

followed by skin fittings, toilet, 

rudder blade, chain plates, electrics, 

all either bespoke or obtained from 

boat auctions. Just think of all the 

items a yacht has, many out of sight. 

A great learning curve had been 

embarked upon, not to mention an 

enormous swallower of time, a large 

proportion of which was just thinking 

time.  

 

The building bible was ‘Skeynes 

Elements of Yatch Design’ which 

helped with calculations relating to things like ballast ratios, positioning of the 

mast, rudder shape, and chain plate positions for the standing rigging etc. We 

did have a set of drawings provide by the designer which were a little void of 

detail but did help with the sail areas. 

 

The main construction took place in the corner of Blagdon’s Boat Yard (Laira) 

Plymouth, beneath a huge tarpaulin, from approximately Sept. 1982 to June 

1986. Obviously some bits were made off site and just fitted there. DIY yacht 

building has a multitude of problems the main one being that every task takes 

about ten times longer than anticipated, and not always do you have 

immediately available the correct tools or fittings for the job in spite of 

rigorous planning. That always means another trip somewhere or maybe a re-

design. It’s a two steps forward and one back process all the way. 

 

To be continued.  

 

 

 

 

 



The Yorkshire Building Society ‘Small Change, Big Difference’ 

Presentation 

 

We offer a very sincere ‘thank 

you’ to The Yorkshire Building 

Society for their kind donation to 

the D.S.A. at the presentation on 

17
th

. November. 

 

The Building Society supports 

many causes locally and we are 

delighted to receive their funding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

               We cannot direct the wind but we can adjust the sails 

 

Contact details 

Chairman Dave Musgrove 01803 408886 davidmusgrove@blueyonder.co.uk 

Office Address Morden House Warren Road Torquay TQ2 5TU 

Website www.disabledsailingassociation.org.uk www.facebook.com/disabledsailing 


