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By the time you receive this newsletter our 

new boat Freedom will be moored in Torquay 

Town Dock. It has been a long wait but she’s 

finally here! We look forward to training our 

crew and taking our members sailing on her. 

Wow, what a fabulous season we’ve had. People have 

been sailing, sometimes twice a day. What fabulous volunteer skippers 

and crew we have and our members give them great encouragement to 

do more, with their smiling faces and happy talk on the boat. 

I would like to say here how wonderful Beverly has been. She has 

worked so hard alongside me to raise over £10,000 for the new boat 

plus the running costs for the DSA. We still have over £10,000 in the 

bank. What a wonderful team Bev, Shirley, Heather, Amanda and Sarah 

make. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Christmas Party. See you on the 

water. 

 

 

On a lovely sunny afternoon in 

May Dave, Shirley and Lesley 

Musgrove attended a Garden 

Party at Buckingham Palace to 

represent DSA.  

The palace grounds are large. And 

peaceful. The 8,500 people didn’t 

seem a crowd. We strolled around 

listening to the bands playing a 

wide range of medleys. When the Queen was due to arrive we found a 
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spot by a Beefeater and saw her come down the steps with other 

members of the Royal Family. She spoke to people picked from the 

crowd and then walked down through the throng to the tea tent. Tea was 

amazing. Lots of canape-sized food from smoked salmon to scones and 

chocolate and, of course, cucumber sandwiches. Everything was most 

efficient and the staff were very friendly. We watched the Queen leave 

after her tea and at 6p.m. the national anthem was played and we were 

ushered out through the palace. On returning to Lesley’s elderly Fiesta 

we found a Rolls parked on one side and a Jaguar on the other! 

It was a most memorable day. All our thanks to the person who 

nominated us for this wonderful experience. 

Dave Musgrove 

 

Fundraising in 2019 

 

A big thank you to all who have helped this year with raising money for 

DSA. We have had the gazebo at the Torquay Marina Day, Lions on the 

Downs at Babbacombe and Paignton Harbour Festival as well as 

attending two Boat Jumbles at Newton Abbot. 

This year we had a tombola which was very popular and profitable as 

well as books and other items. We were nearly washed out at 

Babbacombe and the wind decided to wreck the gazebo at Paignton but 

we did have lots of fun. 

You can always help by donating any items for the tombola; these can 

range from mugs, smellies, small toys, ornament, pictures, in fact 

anything you have finished with but think might sell. 

 

easyfundraising.org.uk 

Don’t forget to use this site when ordering from your favourite websites 

for Christmas, holidays etc. Just logon, register and nominate DSA as 

your chosen charity then download the reminder app which pops up on 

any site that supports easyfundraising, then carry on shopping. Last 

Autumn your support raised £97 for DSA without any extra expense to 

you. Please continue to support us in this way. 
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DSA is also registered with Torbay Lottery which gives us money based 

upon the number of people registering with DSA. At present we receive 

a useful £34 per month from them; thanks for all who help in this way. 

 

Dates for 2019 

Friday 17th.May – The Torbay Police and Community Choir will give a 

concert at St.Luke’s Church, Torquay on behalf of DSA. Dave and I have 

been to hear them present a wonderful experience with a wide range of 

songs and melodies. We will need to ask for help in running the event. 

Many thanks to all who have sailed and made donations both on board 

and in other ways to DSA; they are all greatly appreciated. Special 

thanks to Dave and Bev who have worked tirelessly filling in grant 

applications and raising nearly £100,000 towards our new boat over the 

last two years. 

 

 

Friday 7th.December – Christmas Dinner and 

Party 

The Riviera Centre, Torquay, TQ2 5LZ   

In the Grace Murrell Suite, 7pm until 12.00 

Please book now and pay to guarantee your place 

£22 per person to include two course buffet and coffee 

There will be a bar, ‘quiet disco’ and raffle. Contributions for prizes 

welcome. The room is solely for DSA, bring family and friends. 

There is free overnight parking and several hotels close by. Book your 

own accommodation. 

Payment by bank transfer to Lloyds Bank – Sort Code 30-96-41 

Account number – 01485215 Use your name and Xmas as the ref. 

Cheques payable to DSA. Please send to Morden House, Warren Rd., 

TORQUAY TQ2 5TU, or cash in person. 

Shirley 
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Blind Week is what it says on the tin, i.e. a week’s worth of sailing for 

visually impaired folk. All VI sailors are full members of the crew and it is 

very much emphasised that we are ‘visually impaired participants’ and 

not ‘visually impaired passengers’. To this end we get well and truly 

stuck into everything on board a yacht – about the only thing we don’t do 

is cook, although we certainly help to prep. and wash-up. 

 The last thing we do is stay in the cockpit. We move up and down 

the boat as necessary. Whether that is standing on the coach roof to 

help fold the sails, going forward to set and retrieve the anchor, putting 

out and retrieving the spinnaker, or, two years ago when sailing on a 47’ 

Swan in a Force 8, being clipped on with legs over the side to help 

counterbalance the boat. 

This year Louise and I were aboard a 32’ Dufour – which is the smallest 

boat I’ve been on. There was the skipper Dic, a retired GP and his wife 

Lizzy a retired community nurse. We also had their long-time friend Suzi.  

Dic had to attend a family funeral so we also had a temporary skipper, 

Malcolm for two nights. Malcolm went through ‘passage planning’ which 

was new to both of us. We started the week with a slap-up meal at the 

Royal Cornwall Yacht Club at Falmouth and then spent a week sailing 

around the Cornish coast. We sailed up the Fal a couple of times and 

had a lovely overnight at Smugglers’ Moorings where the boats were 

rafted up.  

This means that one boat ties up in 

the normal way and then others tie 

up against that boat. If it’s a rough 

mooring they might also have lines 

running to shore. We were on the 

inside, which makes life much 

easier, and the other two were rafted 

against us. It’s normal practice to 

move from boat to boat under such a 

set-up.  

‘Blind Week’ 2018 off the Cornish Coast  

By Phil Jenkins (Part One) 

 

 

 



This was the night we all cracked 

out our barbecues (see photo of Dic 

and me on the jetty). Some boats 

had barbecues that hooked onto the 

stern rail. 

 There were six boats in our fleet 

and all but ours were Westerleys – a 

now defunct English boat builder. 

One had a tiller instead of a wheel. 

It’s normal practice during the week 

to have several ‘pontoon parties’  where one or two boats provide 

nibbles and booze and we generally socialise and bend the elbow. 

Some of the nibbles were amazing and we could have anything from 

home-made cider to Pimms or rum punch. The food on board is always 

excellent from hearty sailing fare to some pretty extraordinary creations 

made in a tiny galley. 

 The Tuesday was when England were playing in the World Cup so 

we tied up to a buoy in St.Mawes to have dinner and listen to the radio 

whilst some went ashore in a RIB. Another night we tied up to a large 

floating platform in the Fal. 

  

 

 

A note from Mick Jennings – 

 This may interest our members.  

On Tuesday 24th. sail we saw our first two harbour porpoises then, soon 

after, a school of common dolphins which played around Free Spirit for 

nearly an hour just off Berry Head. Then, deja vue, on Tuesday 31st. we 

saw two porpoises again. We were also treated to several heritage 

trawlers in full sail. We were able to use the pole for the Genoa whilst 

sailing back downwind to Torquay with a reefed main. I found that the 

best way was to roll in the Genoa, attach the pole, then roll it back out 

again. This made it possible to make way without the sail and sheet 

flapping all over the place. We then goosewinged back to Torquay 

feeling both fast and safe. I will definitely do this again! 

 

 

Phil’s story will be continued in our next edition. 



… and a note from Heather Moseley 

 As an admin. Volunteer for a number of years on Monday 

mornings in the office, I would just like to say how much I enjoy working 

with Shirley and Dave. 

 From the procedures set up by them since DSA’s inception some 

10 years ago, we have worked hard to keep abreast with updated 

computer systems to facilitate the smooth running of the charity as it has 

grown in size. 

With the addition of volunteers: Bev accessing grants and funding 

applications, Amanda as secretary and training facilitator, and Sarah our 

latest recruit running the sailing diary and much more – Shirley and 

Dave always find time to be patient and empathetic while co-ordinating 

us all. They always have time to listen, with good humour, to us and to 

every member. Thank you both. 

 

 

 

 

 I’m very new to this organisation with just one sail under my belt. It 

wasn’t in the greatest of weather conditions but all went very well. 

 This summer with all the glorious weather I felt I was missing out 

by not being able to go onto the sea. My disability prevents me from 

joining my husband on the rib he sails as a safety boat operator. One of 

your skippers said ‘why not give the DSA a try?’ 

 After contacting David and Shirley I filled in the membership Form 

for my family. I was soon offered a choice of various sailing dates. 

 I chose 10th.August. I was looking forward to the sail but was also 

quite nervous, having never been on a yacht this size and not quite sure 

what to expect. Well, it was a cloudy day with a gusty wind and heavy 

rain showers, but we managed to avoid most of them until lunchtime in 

Brixham. That didn’t bother us too much as we all went into the cabin to 

eat. My husband accompanied me – he has sailed before, but I would 

like to say how well the Skipper and Crew looked after me and made me 

feel so very welcome.  I even had a go on the helm which was a total 

surprise! 

A letter of appreciation from a new member 



 All I can say is “Thanks” to everyone. My husband and I enjoyed 

ourselves so much and look forward to our next sail with our son who 

has Aspergers. I know he will be thrilled as he just loves the seaThanks 

again, 

Ann Horner 

 

 

 

Hi Shirley, 

 I had what I think was the best day’s sailing ever. (15th. August). It 

was truly wonderful! We had the wind for the entire day and we zipped 

along like crazy. There was hardy any swell, just wind in the sails and 

speed. I will keep the day forever in my memory. Thank you and Dave 

for making all this possible. 

Maggie Scott 

                         

 

   

 

        

 

..and a heartfelt note from an established member 

Goodbye to a much-loved old friend.. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

This year Free Spirit has been especially well used mainly 

because Freedom has been put up for sale to help finance the new boat. 

To keep Freedom looking pristine most of members’ trips and training 

has been carried out on FSP. 

The on-line scheduler has been full on every day during some 

months but this should smooth out when the new boat is put in service. 

With all that use, and safety in mind, little items requiring 

maintenance crop up continuously. The bigger ones are tackled at the 

annual service which is usually carried out at Darthaven Marina, 

Kingswear by our volunteers co-ordinated by the Bosun. 

Here is an outline of what gets done – 

Welcome to our new Freedom 

How do we maintain our boats? 



Sail the boat to Kingswear (Ray and his crew did it this year and , 

by all accounts the sea was not kind!) 

At Kingswear the boat is lifted out onto the hardstand where her 

‘botty’ is pressure washed, cleaned, inspected and two coats of anti-foul 

paint applied over two days. At the same time any minor digs and 

blemishes on the hull above the waterline are filled and polished. The 

engine propeller leg is checked, anodes changed if required along with 

the oil contained inside the leg. That’s pretty much of what goes on 

below so now the focus moves above. 

This year the engine had a full service carried out by Dave Smith 

whilst Len greased the steering cables and inspected beneath the 

cockpit sole. 

Our boats comply with the RYA standards for training vessels so 

there is a myriad of items to check all over the vessel. They are serviced 

or replaced as required. 

The coachroof and cockpit got a fastidious clean this year and 

Freespirit gleamed in the morning sun, looking quite the part before she 

was dunked into the River Dart to get all dirty again on her sail back to 

Torquay with another crew supervised by Ray. At least she did have her 

glorious moment before becoming salt-caked once more doing her work-

horse duties. 

Just think of the cost of all this! That’s why the efforts of the money 

raising team in the DSA are such a vital function within the whole 

organisation. 

Dave Tomalin 

 

 

 

As our sailing days get fewer and the temptation to stay put gets 

stronger here are a few personal suggestions to help keep your maritime 

memories alive. Perhaps a hint for Christmas presents, too? 

My first suggestion is Knox-Johnson on Seamanship and 

Seafaring (Fenhurst, £14.99) Published to celebrate fifty years of the 

Golden Globe Race.  

How about Nicholas Gray’s  Astronauts of Cape Horn (The  

Conrad Press £16.99)? A very odd title but understandable given the 

Suggested reading for those long winter days 



fact that by the time twelve men had stood on the moon, only eleven 

sailors had rounded the Horn alone. Not advisable for someone who is 

just thinking about taking up sailing. 

Sam Llewellyn’s new novel Singlehanded (£12.99 from New Hat, 

Amazon and www.blueharbour.com) A riproaring read full of salt spray 

and characters you wouldn’t want to meet on a dark night. Sam is the 

editor of The Marine Quarterly (available by subscription from 

www.marinequartery.com) Tom Cunliffe calls it ‘The Thinking Sailor’s 

Sea Journal. 

Finally, six books that have kept me engrossed over the summer. 

Marsali Taylor has a heroine who happens to be a sailor. Cas Lynch has 

inadvertently become a detective. Ms. Taylor is a very experienced 

sailor who is based in Shetland. Her books are very detailed in nautical 

terms with chart references of the trips she takes across the North Sea 

in her 18 footer, with her cat, to sail in a tall ship. Her descriptions of 

Shetland and the Shetland Bus has made this a ‘must visit’ destination. 

You can download these books to a suitable tablet or Kindle for about £3 

each. 

I’m sure that the BBC series ‘Saving Lives at Sea has reinforced 

our admiration and gratitude to all of the volunteer men and women who 

sail with the RNLI around our coasts. 

…… and finally, I am handing over the helm of Ahoy There to 

somebody new. I have enjoyed my time as editor of the magazine and 

hope that you have too. 

I look forward to seeing old friends and making new ones when we 

set sail in 2019. 

Rosie Howes 

               

http://www.blueharbour.com/


 

 

   


